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Abstract
Into the New Depth of Reality of Human Symbiosis
Reconsideration of the Media Theory of M. McLuhan
HOSHIYAMA Reona
M. McLuhan rates highly orality. According to McLuhan, the people who 
live in an oral society without literacy and they have vivid contact with the real 
world because their contact with the world is through the interplay of five senses 
which invite us into the deep reality of the world. Their space is not perceived 
only by the sight but by all five senses. McLuhan emphasizes the one-sidedness 
of literacy into the visuality. Literacy appeal to the eyes. Among the various 
letterforms, the alphabet stands out because of the simplicity that the alphabet 
represents only the sound. So the alphabet circulates widely. According to 
McLuhan, the appearance of phonogram like alphabet did not lead immediately 
to visual emphasis. McLuhan shows its example in the case of discrepancy 
of human personality in the ancient Greek world. The tendency of visual 
one-sidedness proceeds gradually through the manuscript culture of medieval 
ages. The invention of printing technique by J. Gutenberg promoted this tendency 
decisively. McLuhan insists that this invention determined the basic character 
of visual centrality of modern European culture. McLuhan criticizes this visual 
centrality because of the lack of the interplay of five senses.
McLuhan finds the possibility of recovery of the interplay of five senses in 
the modern electronic media, especially, in the development of television as “cool 
media”. Cool media means for McLuhan the media which has poor information. 
Television contains many pieces of information. But because man needs to elect 
the most important information for him, McLuhan considers television as cool. 
Television invites audiences to participate in the scene of television. Television is 
going to change the modern world that the visual-centric literacy dominates into 
the depth of reality in which the interplay of five senses creates the bond of the 
symbiosis of the human being. 
